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February 22, 2006

Howard Dean
Chair of the Democratic National Committee

Democratic National Committee
430 S. Capitol St. SE
Washington, DC 20003
Dear Chairman Dean,


Listed below is the first paragraph that appeared in an email sent to me by Democracy for America, an organization with which you are obviously very familiar.


“Yesterday was Justice Samuel Alito's first day on the Supreme Court bench. The high court now has a majority hostile to women's reproductive rights -- and their first order of business is hearing a case that could substantially alter the right to choose. We don't know what the Court will decide. But we do know that the best way to protect our rights is to elect a Democratic majority to Congress this November.”


I have no issue at all with Democracy for America, in fact I have attended several of their events and I support any and all organizations that seek to bring people together in hopes of fostering a more politically aware and socially active society.  Nevertheless, I can not help but notice the incredible irony of the statement and I feel that it gets right to the heart of what is wrong with the Democratic Party.


 Implicit in this petition is the all too familiar notion that the left needs to rally to the cause and carry enough Democrats to victory as to avoid this devastating blow to the progressive movement.  However, the problem with that logic is that the Democratic Party has given absolutely no indication that they possess the ambition, organization or resolve to realize the type of resistance that they are promising.  In fact, the very reason the Supreme Court was in position to assume the “majority” that they now possess dates back to the early 90’s when Democrats shouted amen along with the Republican chorus, confirming every card-carrying liberal’s worst nightmare Antonin Scalia by the incredible count of 98-0.  In addition, a democratically controlled Senate could not keep Clarence Thomas from confirmation as eleven Democrats crossed over, hoisting him to a 52-48 victory.  These are but two examples of the Democratic Party’s unwillingness to reflect the wishes and desires of their constituency, and while most on the left would be shocked to learn the facts stated above, they nevertheless sense that the party professing to represent the progressive voice in the population long ago abandoned this post.

If the Democrats are to have any hopes for the mid-term elections in ’06 and the general election in 2008 they have got to somehow sever the umbilical chord that keeps them dependent on corporate America for sustenance and begin to align with their officially stated constituency.  The idea that the Republicans will self destruct and an outraged and frustrated citizenry will embrace anyone the Democrats trot out there has not worked to date and there is no reason to think it will succeed in the future.  True, their will always be those that will go down with the Democratic ship, no matter how frustrated, disgusted and disillusioned they become, but if you want to access the legions of non-voters and party defectors, capture their imagination by taking a stand on some of the issues that the majority of Americans favor: some form of a national health care program, ending of military occupation and immediate (within 6 months) withdrawal of troops from Iraq, reduction of the pentagon budget with this money put into social programs like schools and affordable housing, increased attention to worker’s rights etc…you know, platforms of the old Democratic Party!
In recent years Democrats have seemed afraid to distance themselves from the Republicans on issues of defense, fearing that a level-headed and sensible approach to dealing with terrorism will be pointed to as a sign of weakness by a Republican Party that absolutely depends on a frightened population for electoral success and has miraculously attained the reputation as being more effective in dealing with crime and terror.  While Republicans will undoubtedly seek to use fear to control the undecided portion of the vote, the Democrats should be able to easily counter this manufactured perception by pointing to the myriad of ways in which this current administration has fanned the flames of terrorism with their lawless approach to international affairs, contemptuous attitude toward world bodies such as the UN, complete and total bungling of what should have been the easiest military victory and occupation in history, abysmal record in regards to human rights and inability to show even the slightest inclination toward listening to the concerns and grievances of other nations.
The days when the Democratic Party can expect the left to reflexively offer their voting support irrespective of a track record that suggest nothing but contempt and disrespect for their electorate are over.  Our eyes have come open and we now know too much.  With an American public that proves to be liberal on most issues in poll after poll, I urge you to adopt a strategy that seeks to harness this immense progressive potential, providing an honest, clear, and intelligent alternative to the Republican agenda.  I hope that you can see that without this commitment to a truly democratic platform the Democrats are doomed to be left wondering how they squandered yet another golden opportunity, while ever increasing numbers of potential supporters divorce themselves from the entire process, convinced that the battle cry “democracy for America” rings hollow.
Thank you for your time and consideration and I look forward to your response.

Sincerely yours,

Lee Metcalf
